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Pensacola Bay Bridge
Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study

W

elcome to the Public Hearing for the Pensacola Bay Bridge PD&E Study.
This Public Hearing is the culmination of over three years of study for a suitable
replacement for the existing Pensacola Bay Bridge. The Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) is conducting tonight’s Public Hearing as part of the
Project Development and Environment (PD&E) study for the replacement of the
Pensacola Bay Bridge located in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties: SR 30 (US
98) from 17th Avenue in Pensacola to Baybridge Drive in Gulf Breeze. Various
alternative alignments have been considered to address both safety and possible
capacity improvements that will tie into the existing facilities.

DATE:

Tuesday, June 10, 2014

TIME:

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Presentation at 6:00 p.m.

PLACE:

Crowne Plaza Hotel
200 E. Gregory St., Pensacola, FL

The Pensacola Bay Bridge crosses Pensacola Bay and connects the cities of Pensacola and Gulf Breeze, Florida. This navigable
water body of the United States is governed by the U.S. Coast Guard regulations. The bridge is approximately 3 miles in length
and was constructed in 1960. The bridge is currently “Structurally Deficient”, which does not pose an immediate threat to the
motoring public, but does require the FDOT to plan for a replacement bridge.
Public meetings were held in October of 2011 and 2012 to obtain input from the community. Since the last public meeting in
October 2012, the project team has considered public and agency comments and has refined the alternatives being presented to
you this evening.

Comments and Contacts
The Florida Department of Transportation encourages you to provide comments and suggestions regarding the Pensacola Bay
Bridge PD&E Study. Your participation in the study is important, and FDOT thanks you for your time.
1. There are several ways for you to provide comments:
2. Formal statements can be made during the public testimony period;
3. Verbal statements may be provided to the court reporter;
4. Complete the comment forms and deposit in the comment boxes:
5. Written comments may be provided via the project website, www.pensacolabaybridge.com;
6. Written statements may be mailed or hand delivered to the addresses below.
A 10-day comment period will follow this public hearing. All comments received or postmarked no later than June 20, 2014 will
be included in the official project record.
Upon completion of this Public Hearing, all comments will be evaluated, and the project documents will be finalized for review
and approval by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The Environmental Assessment / Draft Section 4(f ) Evaluation
and the Preliminary Engineering Report and all supporting documents are available on the project website. Final approval of the
concept (Location Design Concept Acceptance) by the FHWA is anticipated within the fall of this year.
For additional information, please contact:
J. BRANDON BRUNER, PE
Environmental Management Engineer
FDOT, District 3
1074 Highway 90, Chipley, FL 32428
(850) 415-9625 | Joseph.Bruner@dot.state.fl.us

www.pensacolabaybridgecom

Two “build” alternatives are being presented at this Public Hearing: the Central East Alternative and the Central West
Alternative. These design alternatives are based on the selection of the Central Corridor from a preceding phase of this study.
Both of these alternatives require construction of one-half of the new bridge followed by a shift of traffic from the old to the new
bridge, demolition of the old bridge, and construction of the second half of the new bridge. The expected construction time
frame for this project is expected to take at least five years.
The evaluation matrix shown on the next page was used in the evaluation of the Central East and Central West Alternatives.
This matrix summarizes impacts to properties (business and residential parcels), community facilities (park features), and the
natural environment. An impact occurs when a portion of the existing parcel must be used to accommodate the roadway or
bridge improvements. Residential / business relocations occur when the residence or business requires relocation due to extensive
impacts. For example, the impact on parking spaces for a business can sometimes lead to a relocation if replacement parking
cannot be provided.
Because this project is receiving federal funding, regulations require that the impacts to park property, also known as Section
4(f ) property, be evaluated in detail in order to ensure that any impacts to public facilities are minimized or avoided. These
regulations also require the examination of alternatives that avoid Section 4(f ) property. These avoidance alternatives are not
considered prudent or feasible and have therefore been dropped from further consideration. These alternatives may be viewed
at one of tonight’s display boards.
Of the two build alternatives being considered, the Central West Alternative has the least impacts to Section 4(f ) property
and is currently considered the Preferred Alternative. Subsequent to this evening’s Public Hearing, all public comments will
be evaluated, and the Environmental Assessment will be finalized and submitted to the Federal Highway Administration for
approval of the Location and Design Concept for the replacement bridge. Subsequent to the receipt of the FHWA‘s approval, the
FDOT will continue forward with the production of design plans, right-of-way acquisition (if necessary) and finally, construction
of the new bridge.

Evaluation Criteria

Representative Typical Sections

Dual Shared-Use Paths

Single Shared-Use Path
The adopted bridge typical section consists of three 12-foot travel lanes, 10-foot shoulders on both sides of the travel lanes, and
at least one 10-foot shared-use path to accommodate bicyclists and pedestrians. A concrete barrier wall separates the motorized
traffic from the shared-use path for the protection of pedestrians and bicyclists. An evaluation to reduce bridge costs has resulted
in the consideration of a shared-use path on one side of the structure only. Placing a shared-use path on the northbound bridge
would save approximately $17 million and would connect Pensacola Wayside Park and Gulf Breeze Wayside Park. Subsequent
to tonight’s Public Hearing, the bridge typical section will be finalized. Your comments regarding bicycle and pedestrian needs
are particularly encouraged.
Aesthetic treatments for the proposed bridge and landfalls currently include the following;
•
•
•
•

Aesthetically pleasing handrail along the outside of the shared-use path;
Aesthetically pleasing pier and beam configurations;
Under-bridge lighting; and,
Enhancements to the adjacent parks, including landscaping, park benches, lighting, and additional sidewalk.

